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. London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 

Community Safety, 
Environment and 

Residents Services 
Policy and 

Accountability 
Committee 

Minutes 
 

Monday 7 July 2014 
 

 

 
 

PRESENT 
 
Committee members: Councillors Iain Cassidy, Larry Culhane (Chair), 
Steve Hamilton, Sharon Holder and Harry Phibbs 
 
 

Other Councillors:  Mike Cartwright and Wesley Harcourt. 
 
Officers:  Chris Bainbridge (Bi-borough Head of Transport Policy and Network 
Management), Richard Buckley (Head of Environmental Health (Residential)) 
Elizabeth Fonesca (Bi-borough Environmental Quality Manager), David Page 
(Director for Safer Neighbourhoods) and Sue Perrin (Committee Co-ordinator) 
 
H&F Cyclists: Alex Ingram and John Griffiths 
 
Friends of Wormholt Park: Sarah Woodside  
 

 
1. WELCOME  

 
Councillor Larry Culhane welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the 
Community, Safety, Environment & Residents Services PAC.  
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
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Councillor Culhane declared an interest in relation to item 6, in that he had 
formerly been a member of Friends of Wormholt Park.  
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
Councillor Culhane invited public participation throughout the meeting.  
 

5. THE POLICE IN HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM  
 
This item was deferred.  
 

6. CYCLING IN THE BOROUGH  
 
Chris Bainbridge presented the report, which gave an overview of cycling in 
the borough and current issues and the measures being taken by the Council 
to improve cyclists safety and encourage cycling.  
 
Hammersmith & Fulham had one of the highest cycling rates in London, at 
4% of all journeys compared with 2% for London as a whole. The target was 
to increase this to 7% by 2031. 
 
The London Cycle Network (plus) had left the borough with a fairly 
comprehensive network of signed cycle routes. In March 2013, the Mayor of 
London had launched his cycling vision, which had three main areas:  
 

• a small network of high quality ‘Cycle Super Highways’, targeted at 

commuters; 

• a larger network of ‘Quietways’ mainly using less trafficked streets, suitable 

for cyclists including those who were less experienced, and  

• ‘Mini Hollands’ at selected town centres in Outer London. 

The Mayor’s Cycle Scheme was proving popular with some 60 docking 
stations in the borough. By May 2014, the number of docks and hires in the 
borough had risen to 78,000. 
 
Mr Bainbridge stated that the main reason people gave for not cycling was 
concern for their safety. There had been some highly publicised and poignant 
cyclists’ death in London. Between a third and half of cyclist deaths in the 
previous three years had been the result of collisions with HGVs. The Council 
was one of the pioneering boroughs in providing ‘Changing Places’ mutual 
awareness sessions for cyclists and lorry drivers. 
 
Mr Bainbridge outlined a number of initiatives including the introduction of 
20mph speed limits in residential areas. H&F Cyclists had expressed concern 
about cyclists’ perception of danger on Hammersmith Bridge and had asked 
the Council to introduce a 20mph limit. 
 
Cycle theft was another deterrent to cycling. The report showed that cycle 
theft in the borough declined between 2012 and 2013. 
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Alex Ingram and John Griffiths, representing H&F Cyclists spoke about 
desired cycle safety improvements across the borough. Mr Ingram referred to 
areas where people perceived danger and did not cycle, and suggested that 
more could be done to make these parts of the borough more accessible for 
cyclists looking for safe routes. The stereotype of confident young male 
commuters asserting their space on roads was common.  
 
Mr Griffiths spoke about desired safety improvements on Hammersmith 
Bridge, asking for a 20mph speed limit to be considered. 
 
Mr Bainbridge then responded to these points and other queries and 
comments. 
 
The Council had to prioritise areas where there were real dangers of collision. 
 
Cycle training was open to children and adults who lived. worked and studied 
in the borough. Normally two lessons were offered. 
 
There were no current plans to extend the cycle hire scheme or the number of 
docking stations.  
 
Councillor Stephen Hamilton queried the measures in place to encourage 
people who perceived cycling as too dangerous, such as creating less 
dangerous routes across the borough. Mr Ingram suggested that these 
people required networks at a greater separation from traffic to be enabled to 
cycle, either protected lanes on roads or routes on quieter streets. 
 
Mr Bainbridge referred to the London Cycle Design Standard whereby 
existing streets could be given a cyclability rating, indicating those roads 
where people could  cycle quite comfortably.  The cycle map of the borough 
was being updated and the points raised at this meeting would be taken into 
account.  
 
The Council had bid for funds for a Cycle to School partnership involving a 
number of schools in the White City area and expected to be notified of the 
outcome in August.  
 
It was not safe to encourage cycling in all area. Wormwood Scrubbs and 
along the Thames or canal were recommended for less confident cyclists. 
 
Councillor Hamilton suggested that measures to slow down traffic at junctions 
might be more effective than 20mph speed limits, as physical measures to 
slow down traffic had been shown to reduce accidents.  
 
Councillor Phipps suggested that cycling could be encouraged by keeping 
open parks until dusk. 
 
Mr Griffiths queried the impact of the Hammersmith Bridge changes. Mr 
Bainbridge responded that further work would be required. Mr Griffiths 
referred to the H&F Cyclists survey which found that many cyclists found the 
four pinch points on the bridge very intimidating, and many would not cycle 
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across on the roadway. Where the bridge was narrow, cyclists were expected 
to ride in the middle lane. This could feel very threatening with a 30mph traffic 
speed limit. The survey had recommended that a 20 mph speed limit be 
imposed on the bridge as soon as possible.  
 
H&F Cycles had been consulted on the position of the logos, but were 
unhappy with the consultation and hoped that future consultations would be 
much better.  
  
The Chair proposed that council officers looked into a number of priority areas 
and reported back.  
 
RESOLVED THAT:  
 
1. The following areas be assessed and reported back to the Committee: 

 
• Cycle safety on the Hammersmith gyratory 

• The benefit of introducing 20mph zones 

• Safety improvements for cyclists on Hammersmith Bridge 

• Creating a new borough cycling map with routes graded according to cycle 

safety 

 
2. The committee recommended that in the longer term a cycling forum of 

interest groups be established.  

Mr Ingram agreed to let members know if there were any meetings scheduled 
by the cycling forums in other boroughs.  
 

7. WORMHOLT PARK WORKS UPDATE  
 
David Page gave a presentation which set out the background to the 
refurbishment project and current proposals for Wormholt Park.  
 
Mr Page clarified that the Market Square was a paved walkway, not a 
shopping area. Two CCTV cameras would be installed in the park.  
 
Mr Page and Penny Brenan then responded to queries from councillors and 
members of the public.  
 
It was proposed to start on site in January 2015, with the park being open by 
the summer. 
 
A drinking fountain had not been planned, but could be considered. 
 
The park was too small for toilets.  
 
There would not be a café. 
 
The provision of table tennis tables was suggested. 
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A member of the public who taught adult beginner cyclists queried whether 
there would an activities court/open area, which could be used for training. 
 
Sarah Woodside, representing Friends of Wormholt Park (the friends) raised 
concerns about nesting birds that use the park and the importance of 
maintaining the existing bio-diversity.. The friends had undertaken wild birds 
surveys over a number of years and some species were likely to be lost 
through the removal of bushes. Ms Woodside stressed the importance of the 
park retaining its Edwardian character. 
 
Mr Page gave assurance that the Council took these responsibilities seriously 
and that the discussion would be continued outside the meeting.  
 
In respect of benches, the friends would be given the planned locations.  
 
The adventure play area would be for older children. The Council had worked 
with four schools in respect of the play equipment and there would be an 
opportunity for the friends to view these proposals. It was likely that the chalk 
pit would be retained, but not in its current central location.  
 
There was concern in respect of the maximum height of 1.8 metres of 
bushes. It was suggested that prickly bushes next to the railings would be a 
deterrent to people accessing the park at night. 
 
Councillor Wesley Harcourt gave assurance that the Council would listen to 
these concerns and factor them into the revised set of proposals.  
 
There had been two public consultations organised by Levitt Benstein and 
consultation with four schools in respect of the play areas. Councillor Culhane 
suggested that the new Wormholt Park Tenants and Residents Association 
be informed. 
 
It was suggested that the tennis courts and football pitch should not be sited 
next to each other. Mr Page responded that an equitable use of the two new 
courts  had not been decided. Residents considered that there should be an 
additional two courts to replace those there previously and also the four in the 
BBC park. Market Square was proposed as a location.  
 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
An updated report be provided to a meeting open to the public. 
 

Action: David Page 
 
 
 
 

8. AIR QUALITY  
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Ms Elizabeth Fonseca presented the 2014 Air Quality Progress Report, which 
reviewed air quality data for the pollutants nitrogen dioxide and particular 
matter and provided an update on the implementation of actions. 
  
The nitrogen dioxide annual mean objective continued to be exceeded in 
2013 at the majority of the 16 monitoring locations in the borough and were 
also likely to be exceeded alongside the very busy ‘A’ roads and in the town 
centre. 
 
Particulate matter monitoring is carried out in one location, from which only 
six months of data had been collected in 2013 due to a vehicle collision with 
the monitoring station. It was believed that the site would have exceeded the 
daily mean objective if the monitoring had continued for a whole year.  
 
The emission sources from within the borough were mainly from transport, 
residential and commercial activities. A large part of the pollution however 
arose from beyond the borough’s immediate area.  
 
Air Quality Action Plan for 2013/2014 progress had been included in the 
report. Whilst progress had been made in most areas, some actions had 
naturally slowed as they had reached the limits of what could be achieved.  
 
The next stage in terms of air quality review and assessment work would be 
to prepare and submit an Updating and Screening Assessment in April 2015.  
 
In February 2014, the European Commission had sent the Government a 
‘Letter of Formal Notice’ for breaching nitrogen dioxide limit values. The legal 
enforcement process was likely to lead to fines which could be passed on to 
regional and local government. 
 
In April Public Health England had published a report providing estimates of 
the number of deaths which could be attributed to long-term exposure to 
particulate air pollution, with Hammersmith & Fulham as the third highest.  
 
A member of the public commented on smoke from the use of solid fuel for 
domestic fires lit in houses in the borough and the impact on air quality.  Mr 
Richard Buckley responded  that this had been banned and was highlighted 
on the Council website. The  Environment Protection Service, which was 
responsible for noise and nuisance problems, would be asked to monitor 
smoke emissions. It was proposed that there should be a public awareness 
campaign.  
 
Ms Fonseca highlighted actions being taken by the Council, which included a 
tri-borough communication plan and work with GPs and hospitals to get out 
the message. 
 
The Council continued to promote travel plans to encourage a switch to less polluting 
forms of transport, thereby reducing congestion and improving air quality. All schools 
had produced travel plans.  
 

In response to a comment in respect of the significance of street trees to help 
improve air quality, Ms Fonseca stated that scrubs were actually more 
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absorbing because they were at a lower level comparable with that of vehicle 
exhausts. 
 
In respect of electric cars, the Council required one in five parking spaces in 
new developments to be for electric car recharging. In addition, the Council 
was implementing measures to reduce road traffic and emissions, such as 
20mph zones. 
 
Modelling of where pedestrians crossed the road and the impact of this 
exposure was not available in the borough.  
  
Councillor Harcourt highlighted some of the current issues such as the 
Tideway Tunnel, Old Oak railway sidings and the Hammersmith Broadway 
bus interchange. As part of the action to address these issues, the Air Quality 
Action Plan would be reviewed. 
  
RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. The report be noted. 

 
2.  The Committee recommended that the action plan be reviewed and three/four 

priorities be brought to a future meeting. 

 
9. WORK PROGRAMMING  

 
This item was deferred. 
 

10. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
The following dates were proposed:  

• Tuesday 2
nd

 September 2014 

• Tuesday 4
th

 November 2014 

• Tuesday 13
th

 January 2015 

• Tuesday 3
rd

 February 2015 

• Tuesday 21
st
 April 2015 

 
 
 

 
Meeting started: 7pm 

  
Meeting ended: 9.25pm 

 
 
 

Chairman   

 
 
 
 

Contact officer: Sue Perrin 
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Committee Co-ordinator 
Governance and Scrutiny 

 ( : 020 8753 2049 
 E-mail: sue.perrin@lbhf.gov.uk 
 


